	ALLUVIUM--A general term for clay, silt, sand, gravel, and other loose material, that was deposited during comparatively recent Geologic time by streams or other bodies of running water.  Alluvium formed during comparatively earlier Geologic time and is often called ANCIENT ALLUVIUM

	

	ALLUVIAL FAN--A relatively flat to gently sloping cone or fan shaped deposit of loose rock material.  Located at the place where a stream enters a broad valley or plain from a narrow mountain valley.  The narrow part of the fan points upstream and is often steeper with larger rock material. As the fan grows and widens out into the plain it's gradient and size of rock material decrease.

	

	ALLUVIAL PLAIN--A level, or slightly sloping or undulating land surface produced by the deposition of ALLUVIUM.  They are often located near rivers that occasionally flow over their banks.  They may also be located on a flood plain, river delta, or ALLUVIAL FAN.

	

	BOG--Water logged and spongy ground composed mostly of mosses and other decaying plant material.  The decaying plant material is often referred to as peat.

	

	CARBONATES--Mineral compounds containing the elements carbon and oxygen together as CO3.  In this instance, carbonates refer to sediments formed by the precipitation from water of calcium, magnesium, or iron with carbonate.  Carbonates often are the binding agent of rock material like sand, gravel, and shells to form sandstone, conglomerate, and limestone.

	

	COAL--A burnable rock composed mostly of carbon derived from the compaction and alteration of plant remains, especially more woody or vascular plants.  

	

	COASTAL PLAIN--A lowland area bordering a sea or ocean that extends inland, and slopes gently seaward.  It can represent a strip of emerged seafloor or result from an accumulation of material such as reworked beach sand.  This COASTAL PLAIN includes FLUVIAL SEDIMENTS composed of material deposited by a stream or river.

	

	COMPLEX PLANTS--Also called vascular or woody plants.  These plants are composed of many cells such as seaweed, trees, and grass

	

	CONGLOMERATE--A sedimentary rock often composed of rounded rock fragments larger than 2mm.  The fragments are often held together with clay, silt, or mud carbonates. 

	

	CRETACEOUS--A geologic time term to identify rocks formed during, and, the approximate time span of 145 to 65 million years before the present.  The term is derived from the Latin "creta", meaning chalk because of the English chalk beds of the same age.

	

	DELTA--A triangular deposit at the mouth of a river similar to an ALLUVIAL FAN.  The deposit often has both, a surface and a submerged part.  Usually the river forming the DELTA has many channels on the DELTA that allow large volumes of sediments to be deposited.

	

	DEPOSITION--The accumulation of any rock and/or organic material into layers by natural agents such as water or wind.

	

	EUSTATIC--Pertaining to the long-term worldwide changes of sea and ocean levels through time.  It is thought that a change toward a cooler climate increased the sizes of the polar ice fields, thereby lowering ocean water levels, in turn lowering the sea that covered Colorado.  

	

	FLUVIAL--A descriptive term meaning; produced or occurring by the action of streams or rivers, such as a FLUVIAL plain.

	

	FOLD--A descriptive term meaning a bend or curve of the rock layers.

	

	FUNGI--Any of the many thallophytes such as mushrooms, mold, or mildews.  They are usually identified by their lack of chlorophyll, and their living on dead or living organic material such as plants and animals.

	

	HIGHLANDS--A general term to identify lands of higher elevation, often associated with mountains, and notably higher than nearby low areas.

	

	MARINE--A descriptive term that means; occurring in/or pertaining to the sea.

	

	MIRES--Small water logged marshy, swampy, or boggy ground often with deep mud or slush.  A currently accepted term for any peat forming Eco-system.

	

	OCEAN--The salt-water body surrounding the continents and filling the great depressions between the continents.

	

	NATURAL GAS—Any of the combustible naturally occurring gaseous hydrocarbons usually generated below the earth’s surface and maybe associated with liquid hydrocarbons (see oil).  

	

	OFFSHORE--A descriptive term meaning; located off, or at a distance from a shore.

	

	OFFSHORE MARINE SHALE-Thinly layered rock composed mostly of clay sized material that was deposited in calm water. Shale is often soft and flexible forming barriers that confine resources such as oil or water.  This descriptive term refers to shale that is at a variable distance from the seashore.

	

	OIL--A naturally occurring liquid hydrocarbon that yields energy resources such as gasoline and propane.  Geologically, OIL refers to petroleum, a fossil fuel.

	

	ORGANISM--Some type of life composed of parts that depend on each other to maintain the vital processes that sustain life and reproduce.  Plants and animals are organisms.

	

	PALEOSOL--A soil that formed in the past.  The formation of paleosols was often interrupted and the soils buried, only to be exposed at some later time.

	

	PEAT--A loose deposit of plant remains partially altered to carbon and located in a water saturated environment.  Peat is often considered an early stage of coal development with plant material is still visible.  When dry, peat burns easily.

	

	QUARTERNARY--A geologic term to identify rocks formed during, and a time span from about 1.6 million years before the present, to the present.

	

	SEA--A large body of sea water residing on a continent, usually surrounded by land, and smaller than an ocean.

	

	SEDIMENT--Solid fragments of rock, chemical precipitation, or organic mater, that were deposited by some natural agent such as wind or water and that settle into layers.

	

	SWAMP--A low area of water logged ground, often with trees and shrubs.  Swamps may also have peat.

	

	TERTIARY--A geologic time term to identify rocks formed during, and a time span from about 65 to 1.6 million years before the present.

	

	THRUST--A movement of part of the earth's crust over another adjacent part of the earth's crust.  THRUST faults can occur with mountain building events.  

	

	UNCONSOLDATED--Sediment that is loosely arranged, may or may not be layered, and not cemented together, such as gravel along streams.

	

	UNICELLAR PLANTS--Plants composed of a single cell with chlorophyll such as blue-green algae.  These plants are also called simple plants.

	

	VOLCANICLASTIC-Fragments of igneous rock material derived from volcanoes. These fragments may occur through, or be transported by, any process or agent, and be deposited anywhere.  These deposits may also include non-volcanic material. An example of volcanic material is lava (basalt).

	


